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‘Rice cultivation tech needs boost

Mohamad Sabu: Improvement needed nationwide to reduce reliance on imports

By KHOO GEK SAN
geksan@thestar com my

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia's rice
cultivation lnhnoluxrhnceds
Improvement throughout the
country, says Agriculture and
Food Security Ministry Daruk Seri
M(l’ihm‘c:: Sabu.
¢ acknowledged that signifi-

cant enhancements, particularly
in fertilisation, needed 1o be
implemented in the entire place

He also explained that the Ala
Sekinchan Large-Scale Smart Padi
Field (SMART SBB) was intro-
duced to increase local rice pro-
duction

“lrrigation is a crucial aspect of
running Ala Sekinchan. We must
ensure there is sufficient water
according to our rlammg sched-
ule. Proper fertilisation, water
management, and all other ele-
ments must be well-organised.

A i

this could facilitate five rice culti-
vam;easons within two years.
Some regions in Malaysia,
mdudln? Sekinchan and spey(lﬁc
areas of Kedah, have achieved
favourable results, he empha-
sised the need to strive for even
hugher yields.
He said the government plans
f0 Increase rice production to a
75% self-sufficiency level by 2025
through the SMART SBB initiative
{0 ensure the country’s self-suffi-
:llenq' ; ra(;lo (SSR) can meet
omestic demand thro local
production, b
“Achieving this target would
!‘:?l!lrlhule significantly o

d said that Malaysia's
goal was to reduce reliance on
rice imports.

However, he conceded that
there were challenges to achiev-
ing complete self-sufficiency.

In an interview, Mohamad
spoke about the Malaysian
Agricultural  Research  and
Development Institute’s (Mardi)
support for rice seedling initia-
tives to address these challenges.

“Especially in rice seedlings,
Mardi is doing various things
now. And now, we are collaborat-
ing with China and Indonesia
regarding rice seeds. China is
doing a lot research now.”

owledging farmers’ finan-
cial  constraints, Mohamad
stressed the necessity for a finan-
cial overhaul, atttudinal shifts,
and improved irrigation systems.

He proposed a substanual
budget allocation exceeding
RM3bil for irrigation, saying that

ysia's self-sufficiency in rice
production, boosting food securi-
ty and safeguarding the naton's
interests,” he added,

He encouraged the farmers’ use
of planters in rice cultivation.
These planters, equipped with
specific mechanisms to remove
unwanted weeds, allow for more
efficient and effective rice farm-

ing.

The ministry also aims to adopt
similar techniques in other
regions, paving the way for great-
er productivity and sustainability
in the industry.

Malaysia Rice Grain
Wholesalers Association secre-
tary Allen Lim, a proponent of the
SMART SBB initiative, highlighted
the ongoing need to improve rice
cultivation techniques nation-
wide.

Some regions, he noted, still use
methods dating back a decade.

Lim emphasised the crucial
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Need to move forward: Moh

d Sabu

during

gaq
the interview at Menara Star, Petaling Jaya. — FAIHAN GHANI/The Star

role of advancing rice cultivation
techniques for boosting produc-
tion,

After a few months of Ala
Sekinchan's promotion, positive
outcomes are seen in h and
Perlis.

Lim voiced his willingness ro
help the government to promote
Ala Sekinchan via visits to
Terengganu, Kelantan, and
Pahang 1o assess rice cultivation
there and share innovative tech-
niques with farmers.

The rice cultivation technology
in Sekinchan, he said, was adapt-
ed from Taiwan and utilised the
transplanter machine.

“Having experimented with
rice cultivation technologies from

China and South Korea, | found
that the Taiwanese aE]pmach is
better suited for Malaysia,” he
added.

Lim noted that, over seven
years of implementation, the
transplanter had  significantly
contributed to elevating rice pro-
duction in Sekinchan to 12 tonnes.

“Due to limited land. our con-
sistent  production  ranges
between eight and 12 tonnes, In
the last harv:sl‘ season, we
achieved a yield of nine tonnes,”
he added.

However, Lim conceded that
the financial hurdles were
hmdtrue\g farmers from ado

improved cultivation md\mﬁ\..ngs
abundant

- despite Mardi's

technological resources,

Farmers Area Orgamsau‘,u
(PPK) Pendang Selatan ‘hﬂlrnn.
Abdullah Mohamad e
that the challenges in ado
nationwide rice culuvaqonm
nologies could be attributed y,
three main factors.

These include farmers who
not know the technology or inpg.
vation, farmers who do not accep
technology, and the technology
being too costly for them.

He believed that farmers
be willing to ry new rice cultiva.
tion technologies if suitahjle
options were available -
insufficient funds would be ap
obstacle

“For example, adopting new

technology can increase rice

|

yields to 10 tonnes, but incorpo.
rating suchtechmology col
with additional costs.

“When the costs account
eight tons of yield, the net prof
for farmers only increases by
tonnes.”

“On the other hand, with
investing in new technology, even
with a lower yield of six to seven.
tonnes, farmers can still have a
net profit of four tonnes. Given
the choice between two and four
tonnes of net profit, farmers will
undoubtedly opt for higher prof-
its,” he added

And despite low-interest loans,
he said rice cultivation heavily
d ds on her condi

“In the past two years, poor rice
harvests have discouraged farm-
ers from taking loans, fea
they might be unable to repay,” he
added

He said that Malaysia's rice har-
vest is lagging behind Thailand by
five years while urging the gov-
ernment to focus on incorporat-
ing high-tech elements into fertil
isers needed by farmers.
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Mardi issues guide to optimise rice field management

PETALING JAYA: The latest edi-
tion of “Rice Check”, a compre-
hensive guide aimed at optimis-
ing rice field management in
Malaysia, has been issued by the
Malaysian Agricultural Research
and Development Institute
(Mardi).

Comprising 10 checklists, it cov-
ers crucial aspects such as land
suitability, padi plot conditions,
planting, fertilisation and water
management, integrated pest

harvest

ment, post-harvest handling, and
environmental management, said
Dr Mohd Syaifudin Abdul
Rahman, who is the director of
mlsgdj‘s Padi and Rice Research

tute.
. “Through this book, all the
Important aspects of rice field
Management are analysed and
made into points called ‘checks’
starting from the beginning of the
land preparation up to the man-
agement of the harvest,” he told
The Star.

Mardi has introduced 58 rice
varieties, with MR 297 being a
standout choice due to jts ability
to yield up to
hectare, among other af

He said this variety dominates
nearly 50% of the agricultural

Efficient

process: A rice harvester in

action at a padi field in Kampung Pada

Telela in Perlis.

area in Peninsul,

laysia, espe-

cially in the Muda Agricultural
Development Authority (Mada)
and the Integrated Development
Agricultural Area (Lada) Penang.
Furthermore, Mardi supplies
150 tonnes_of foundation seeds

y 1o seed producers, con-
tributing to the production of cer-
tified seeds for ers.

“Using high-quality breeder

" and foundation seeds from select-

ed varieties is the key to success
in cultivating all types of crops,”

he said.

Mardi has successfully com-
mercialised speciality rice varie-
ties like MRQ76 to FGV Holdings
Bhd and MARIA (MRQ103) to
Syarikat Padi Pukal Parit 7
(Sekinchan) Sdn Bhd.

In the case of MARIA, it offers a
healthier rice option with its aro-
matic, non-sticky, and low glyce-
mic index properties.

As for enges ahead, Dr
implemen i iaid Mardl heg
lement 1o o
see%—bome m bacterial
panicle blight, and introducing a
standard operating procedure
(SOP) for seed treatment using

copper sulfate pentahydrate.

Additionally, Mardi has devel-
oped a bio—ferﬁll;::s ; calle:_
RealStrol N-Bio er co
taining Bnggllus subtilis, contrib-
uting to increased soil fertility
and beneficial microbes.

In tackling the issue of weedy
rice, Mardi had introduced the
WRFree® SOP, significantly
reducing weed infestation during
wet rice systems,

Dr Mohd Syaifudin said that
Mardi's ongoing efforts included
setting up showcase plots i
seven of its rice crop-related inno-
vations.

“These showcase plots, located
in three different areas, aim to
d ate the effecti of
Mardi technologies in maintain-
ing farmers' income while achiev-
ingd.a 15% yield increment,” he
sai




