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Harga beras siam
akan melambung

KOTA BHARU - Bekalan beras siam dijangka ber-

kurangan sekiranya kerajaan Thailand memasang

pagar elektrik dan sistem kamera litar tertutup (CCTV)

$g| mebendung penyeludupan di kawasan sempa-
n.

Ini diakui oleh peniaga tempatan berikutan ke-
banyakan beras siam yang menjadi makanan ruji

penduduk negeri ini, dibawa masuk dari Thailand
secara seludup.

Seorang peniaga dikenali sebagai Rohana, 53,
berkata, jika bekalan kurang, harga?\ya‘ sudah pasti
akan melambung.

“Jika sempadan negara dikawal lebih ketat, bekal-
an akan berkurangan dan kemungkinan harga beras
naik. Kami sebagai peniaga akan rasa serba salah
hendak menjual dengan harga yang tinggi kepada
pelanggan.

“Kalau beras tempatan, susah nak laku walaupun
lebih murah,” katanya kepada Sinar Harian pada Ahad.

Rohana berkata, orang ramai juga sudah berdepan
dengan kenaikan harga beras siam yang tinggi dalam
tempoh setahun ini iaitu daripada RM90 kepada
RM112 bagi 24 kilogram (kg).

“Beras siam 9kg pula berharga RM47 berbanding
sekitar RM41 sebelum ini kerana melibatkan urusan
orang tengah daripada pembekal beras itu sendiri,”
ujarnya.

Seorang lagi peniaga dikenali sebagai Anas, 24,
berkata, sumber pendapatan peniaga runcit banyak
bergantung kepada penjualan beras siam.

“Hendak harapkan jualan barangan lain semuanya
perlahan tetapi kalau beras siam cepat laris.

“Buat masa sekarang bekalan beras masih stabil
dan harga pula sudah tidak ada kenaikan seperti yang
berlaku baru-baru ini serta mungkin terganggu jika
kawalan sempadan diperketatkan,” ujarnya.
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di sekitar Kelantan.
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NOT ENOUGH PLANTING MATERIAL

Restructuring the rice industry can make us a major exporter

THE rice price issue has barely gone
away and now another bombshell
has

nmplant]ngorﬂceInUwcomlng

we organise small farmers.
‘This may be true to some extent.
Small farmers in Thailand are better

0il Board is run as a partnership

between industry and government.
‘There is regular consultation on

not only for research and

season is going to be curtailed. It has als,agmmmicadvlsaryandmarkﬂ ! but also for

nothing to do with adverse weather, ing. Their farmers’ and
bulﬂﬂmﬂxemoaﬁmdamenmlpan also better We may want to restructure the
ofthe val mate- Studies have revealed they also  rice industry along similar lines cre-
rial. have better agricultural extension ating. for example, a Malaysian Rice

Reports of the poor avallability of
certified rice seeds have been making
theroundsin the media. They are not

Malaysia’s rice sector may need to learn from the success of

services.
Unlike the local system, their

work.

Industry Board with representatives
from industry and government.

The board can introduce incen-
tives to attract private investments

just talking about the shortage but crops. ly in the
gh harg-  PIC 8Y MOHD ASRI SAIFUDDIN MAMAT They mix with the farmers. in rice production and downstream
ing for the certified seeds. There is also a lot of communi-  activities.
In the old days, farmers putaside amount that is needed. Itis the same Those among us who have lived  cation done through television and Small rice farmers can form coop-
a portion of thelr harvest as planting  in other agricultural sectors. abroad would testify that the tropi- radio. This has now expanded into eratives. They can partner with the
material for the fonowing season. It We are familiar with the situation  cal stuff in the shops there were from  TiKTok and the like. bigger private sector rice companle;
worked well for Thailand. Their and market their
there  and rubber. Not just the hot chillies, but also  with the pmcessins and marketing Let the price of rice be determined
are agencies tasked with taking care The nursery operations of such  the petai and other tropical condi-  of their produce. by market forces, but keep a close eye
ofthe many crops are d. Any failure to  ments. Through such arrangements, their ~ on cartels and hoarders.
™ ts critical he right planting material can If they cannot export them fresh, farmers are well compensated. That Done properly, there is no reason
We know that much h has m into ‘tsl;‘avywh wrm mﬂg&?m ! nﬂ:om ;mep:;?s why they do not have  why we cannot one day be a major
- are S durians - m s
gone lnw‘pzoduclng high-yielding Many lsnol?i‘iﬂns}; w““wr 1andn New York n the I n problem attracting the young  exporter of rice.
“:L"‘_ = soeds. Thailand, for We may need to learn from our I think it is time we considered PROFESSOR DATUK DR AHMAD
Research alone is not enough. We We producealmostthesamecrops  success in plantation crops. Some IBRAHIM
need 1o have competent nurseries asthe Thais. But how are theyableto  say our poor performance in the rest We can learn from the palm oil  Tan Sn Omar Centre for STI Policy
to produce planting materials at the export much of their produce? of agriculture has todowith the way  industry model. The Malaysian Palm  UCSI Unwersity



